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CLUB FLYIN®THslocated just west of Macdonat 10025 Shepard Road

The next club meang is scheduled fomiuesday July 1921, 2022 IS
CANCELLED due to lack of club officers availaBfgecial note of thanks to
our landlord, Joe Rohmer for helpina keep the field mowed and areen.

June 2022 Fun Fly
The Sun rose above Harold Cannon Field alone in a cloudless blu¢
promising a day of fair weather flying for the June Fun Fly. First on
scene, theJet Mafiacame out early to enjoy the calm winds andar
comfortable temperatures that were sure to dissipate into the heat al ,&
humidity so typical of south Texas summers. Before the day was thra
more than 25 pilots relished the morning flying conditions before th
gave way to the heat of midday.
JuanGalvez distinguished himself that day with a spectacular crasl
his F33 and then by losing a canopy in the pond. Wading into t
overflowing waters in an attempt to retrieve the canopy Juan
unable to save it before it sank out of sight. —
Gt o T Making itsmaiden flight a B3 & | Okw
. al 1 S Niew. dméothly and gently
making several passes of the patter,

pleasure of flying his new airplane.

Daniel Eng flew his
TREX 600 helicopter through veeal spectacular
maneuvers leaving many to marvel at his show of s
and dexterity flying rc helicopters.

Bob Gloden flew his Flé&xV8using his FPV headse
Bill Surrat flew his-E6 Thunderbirdrequently; often
inverted.

Visitors included young
- Sebastian accompanied by his

gAliK2dzi AYyOARSyGo® ¢KS LI FySQa

annon Field.

parents Gus and Anna Marie. Interested in Model Aviation, Sebastial

02y G OGSR 'w/{ tNBaARSYd . Aff t2)
~ field with a trainer ready to fly. After introductions to club members on

scene JOBmith and Raul Colunga spent time teaching him about flying
Y2RStf FANLI FySao I FLad tSFENYSN
solo under the watchful eyes of JD and Raul.

The ARCS was also visited by Scott from Seattle. Temporarily worRang in
Antonio and looking for a place to fly, Scott found the ARCS website, an
paid a visit. Scott marveled at the similarities of his home field and Harol

Bill Grozdanich treated everyone to hot dogs and ct
to accompany a variety of ba&fast tacos. Thanks toses
Bill and to everyone who brought the many treats ar;, |
pastries. B
Regrettably the day was incomplete due to the absen
of President Bill Ponseigo. Hope to see him at the
Fun Fly. Jim Witthauer
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Minutes of Jne 2022 Meeting

President Bill Ponseigo called the meeting to order at 7:00 starting with the pledge of allegldrere.were
three new members.

Secretary: Minutes approved as published in the newsletter.
Treasurer, Juan Galvez. Club treasury idimga

Income: Dues and fees from new members, raffle

Expenses:

Portapotty monthly fee

Funds for new live camera service at the field

Repairs for lawnmower. Thanks to Bill G for his work replacing bearings on the mo
Photos and Food Bank Projectim Witthauer

Yearly total food to date: 322+ pounds.
Newsletter: Jim Neff absent. Published Monday evening. Always looking for input from
members. B
Web Site: Buck Murray The Alsups, father and son

Eric: backorder on new caps. Apparently the current supply chain esiaffecting
availability.

OLD BUSINESS: The Executive committee decided to make no changes to the remote camera on the field. Members ar
cautioned to minimize the use; it is only to be able to check conditions and activity, not to eavesdrop on merabens.

Bill also voiced his thanks for the work done keeping the fipldy members, especially Bile@d Bill Surratt.

NEW BUSINESS: None

‘ Show And Tell: Jim Neff displayed the newest Horizon Hobby release of th@onttdander electric sport
Wi 1> plane. Interestingly, the raffle featured the same plane as the grand prize. One of the new members, alst
> = new flyer, was the winner.

Meeting was adjourned at approximately 8 PM.

Brayden Alsup

On Batteries
. Unless you are running a fréight or control line plane (remember those, | started
the hobby on them), you are going to use batteries. /
The batteries we use in our mels have come a long way from what they were when &’ |}
first started in the hobby. We have choices to make regarding which type of batteri * §
we will use and our choices are driven by what we want the batteries to do, power «
the radio receiver and servas provide motor power for flight in addition to the
receiver/servo pack.
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In old days, or dark ages to some, we used nickdmium batteries. They provided a fairly constant current until they were
F62dzi RA&AOKINHSRI ¢gSNB aFYRAY I iR Y& &yt i K SAINKS adz® S s SINE
| was flying pretty regularly. Electric planes were out of the question. The NiCads did not have the capacity nor caseharge
to support long electripowered flights.

Wedidhavdi 2 f SNy K2g (2 YIFylFr3S G4KS bA/ I Ra (GK2dAK® ¢KS ol
RAaAaOKIFINBSR (4KSY fSaa (KFy FdzZf OFLIOAGE YR NBOKIFNHSR
G SESNDA & S¢ ischagingdHerd ib 8 défe B\elzandRhutting off. You could hook a clock to the device and get a fz
accurate reading on how long you could fly on that pack. Frankly, that is about all we needed to know. After a whide they
f2aS OF LI Gavé @ replageRhem. SWeRvere flying Nitro engines and so batteries were not used for propulsion, o
operating the receivers and servos.

Spring forward 30 or 40 years and my, how things have changed! NiCads are still around, but not geneialig@Qgeday.
C2NJ FfA3aAK{G LI O] a-mdtabhgdBide &NBVS)or LYttduan filrbrd Phbsph@tg (ord.iFePO) batteries. The LiPo
batteries have enough charge density to provide motive power and power the receiver and servos also. Flights #a@n 3 to
even 10 minutes are possible, equaling the flight times we used to get on the Nitro engines. Like the NiCads, they do hav
their quirks and can even be dangerous, plus they are expensive. It pays to spend time learning about the batteries we u:
What follows $ a summary of a recent article by David Buxtdarch 2022 Model ¥iation) about how to prolong the useful

life of our expensive batteries.

--When using the LiPo batteries for propulsion, use a timer t limit your time in the air. Theradtthe article does not
recommend using the low cell voltage alarm system built into some radios.

Here are some of his recommendations and cautions:

--Use a modern LiPo battery charger with embedded balancing and other safety features. Alway
the balancing feature.

--Be safe, a burning LiPo battery is like a flame throwing blowtorch, similar to the spewing fountains

you set off in the road on the"™of July. Such blowps can be unpredictable. People have lost houses that way. As a matte
of fact, it is probably best not to charge batteries inside the house. Bill Ponseigo uses an old gas grill. Put nattelnegar

in and close the lid. Of course, noton a hotday, doitatnigh®. RA G 2 ND&a b20dSY .8 hHSDbagl &3
dangerous if overcharged or mistreated. | almost had one catch an airplane on fire. | pulled the smoking blob of Hattery c
and threw it behind the pavilion on the ground. They are also known to explode if overcharged.)

--Do not store fullycharged batteries in a hot car. It ensures high life span reducing stress. It also risks the batteries catchil
fire.

-2 KSy OKFNBAYy3: SyadiNBE GKS O2NNBOG @2t Gl 3Sx OKIFNAEAY3A N
automatically andcan destroy a battery, and maybe hour house or garage.
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--Let a battery cool down before recharging it.

--Extremes of temperature, cold or hot, will shorten battery life or make them fail.
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--Store batteries at room temperature in a safe container, an ammunition can, or special bag or case designed to contain |
batteries and limit the possibility of fire spreading from the container.

—- FGGSNARSE aK2dzZ R 06S aél aidEIRabouiid.2 voltsipar cell. NThebs®rage KhareH a8 dordifig$o the
author, is not critical if the batteries are being used frequently during flying season, say a couple of times a week.
--Discard batteries that have been in acrash. Theycanbusy Ay G SNY It RFEYF3AS &2dz OF yQi

The author also said to extend the life of our batteries we should only charge them to 4.1 volts per cell. Doing stiphill mul
the battery life by a factor of about 4. He listed the following table from an expetimigh maximum charge voltage:

4.1 Volts, 2000 cycles

4.2 Volts, 500 Cycles

4.3 Volts, 100 Cycles

4.4 Volts, 5 Cycles.

For funfly events, charge batteries all the way to 4.2 so you can have max fun. Otherwise, 4.1 for longevity.

Always buy a gooduality charger. Batteries are expensive and having a good charger is a good e
Ay@dSaiaySyido ¢KS yS6SNI a{YIFINIé¢ oFdGSNE aeadsS Bl K
charging and maintenance. The batteries can be set tedsgiharge to storagkevels in a certain time
span. Also, invest in a good cell voltage reader so you can double check the status of your charged
batteries. How many have taken a plane off thinking they had a fully charged batter when they did r

Not admitting to anythig here.

2SSttty GKIFGQa A irdve videds SnArticlesNiBout battérigsii It payE to ldo some digging and learn a lot abou
what powers our planes.
Jim Neff

June 2022 Fun Fly
*Jim Witthauer)
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