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CLUB FLYING SITE Is located just west of Macdona at 10025 Shepard Road 

 

 

 
 
The threat of severe weather led many to pass on the April Fun Fly.  Ironically 
inclement weather never materialized.  But for the 20 people who did attend, 
flying conditions were nearly ideal. Soft winds blew down the runway or were 
absent altogether.  Definitely a humid day, but seventy degree temperatures 
gave a comfortable feel to the air.  A low, opaque ceiling made visibility a 
challenge however no one ever lost sight of their aircraft.  The chief concern 
was the presence of snakes recently seen in the area making everyone wary 
of walking out into the grassy field.  Overall most would agree flying 
conditions were most favorable. 
Large gas aircraft were the feature of the day; the sound of their gasoline 
engines filled the air.  Juan Galvez performed 3D flying with his Kiriya Sport 
Plane, and Sal Sordo flew his drone and his glider with FPV features.  Jim 
Agnew flew his Blue Hawk biplane.  For the bargain hunters Pete Dubree 
brought a collection of aircraft to sell, trade, or give-away. 
The only serious mishap occurred when Tom Richards flew a EP powered, 
foam F-15 Eagle, which Pete gave to him.  Upon take-off the Eagle lost power 
and would not respond to the controls.  It then it tried to plant itself in Lee’s 
garden about the time she and her family were tending to her vegetables.  
Everyone including Lee enjoyed a laugh about the incident.  But the crash 
serves as a reminder why flying over the house is to be avoided. Food was 
plentiful.  Tom treated everyone to fried chicken and potato salad, and treats 
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were in full array. Remember the Family Food Fun Fly in May and the Swap Meet in July 
Jim Witthauer 

  

  

  

  
 



  
 

  
 

  
 

  



April 19, 2016  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  The March 2016 minutes were read.  A motion was made to 
accept the Minutes.  Approved.  Treasurer’s Report was read.     A motion was made to accept the 
Treasurer’s Report.  Approved.  The Treasurer has filled the annual Franchise Tax return for the Club.  The 
Club paid no 2015 taxes. 
 
GUESTS:  Carol, Sharon, Mary, Kiriya, Pat, Sarah, Natasha 
 
NEW MEMBERS: Dawson Call, Paul Cole & Dennis Okolie 
 
CORRECTIONS TO MARCH CLUB MINUTES: 
 
The meeting was in March not February as printed in the minutes. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
If you want a club shirt, check with Eric Amundsen, he will take your order.  Shirts are $22.  Extended 
sizes are $2 higher.  There is no minimum order.  If you want a shirt, call Eric.  Blue hats are $15.  New 
members, hats are free.  A new name tag board will be attached to the pavilion.  New members check the 
board for your name tag. 
 
The Club has donated 140 lbs. of food this last month, for a yearly total of 358 lbs.  Keep up the good 
work, folks!   Let’s make 2016 even bigger. 
 
Swap Meet 
 
The Club is having “Swap Meet” July 8th and 9th at the Encino Park HOA building, 1923 Encino Rio, San 
Antonio, TX 78259.  Doors open 12pm-8pm Friday and 10am-5pm Saturday.  Table rental is $10 per day.  
Admission is $5 per person.     This will be an AMA Sanctioned Event. Tom Richards needs all the help and 
support he can get.  Hot dogs will be available.  We currently have about 18-20 tables sold for the event.  
More are forthcoming.  
 
Field Security (repeat) 
 
There have been some recent break-ins at homes near Canon Field.  The Romers are concerned, 
particularly when no one is at home (cars gone from the car ports).  If you leave the field and the cars are 
not present, make sure that the gate is fully closed before you drive off.  It takes less than a minute to 
watch the gate close and insure the safety of the property. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
April “Food Fly” has been moved to Sunday May 22nd due to the inclement weather forecasts.  (See New 
Business Section) The Fun Fly is Sunday, April 24, 2016 from 10am to 2pm even if it rains.   Bring 
Dough Nuts and whatever to keep the pilots alive.  Fly and bring food for the Food Bank!   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
The May “Food Fly” is May 22nd from 10 am to 2 pm.  Mark your calendars for the rescheduled event.  
Bring the family and fly and eat.  Tom Richards will be the “Food Coordinator” and cooking the brisket and 
sausage.  Please call him at 210-669-1953 or by e-mail; t-richards@sbcblobal.net and let him know what 

mailto:t-richards@sbcblobal.net


you are bringing.  Jim Keck will be sending out reminders.  Bring snacks for the pilots and food for the 
Food Bank.   We will also be flying.  During the flying we will have a single egg drop event.  Little skill is 
required.  A prize will be awarded for the best egg drop.  Phil Everman is the egg drop coordinator. 
 
The Members Only section of the Web Site is being “overhauled”.  We are trying to make it user friendly.  
Remember, to get into the section, create a password for your AMA number (User ID).   Then log in.  The 
membership phone numbers and e-mail addresses are there for you to use.  Look for addition instructions 
and updates on the Web Site. 
 
Due to the mild winter, the snakes are out around the field.  Joe has killed a bunch of rattlesnakes in the 
area.  You may have seen the dead ones hanging on the fences.  If you must retrieve an airplane out in 
the fields watch were you step and look before you reach.  If you are alone flying, you might want to 
consider leaving the airplane until you find another person to go with you.  If you were to get bitten, no 
one will find you in the fields!  No one will steal your airplane. The Club is purchasing 2 pairs of bright 
orange snake boots which will be stored in the Buddy Box container.  Use them!   We will be posting 
information on the nearest hospital with “anti-venom”.   Please be careful!!! 
 
CRASH OF THE MONTH: 
 
Rich Sanders lost two airplanes.  His large profile acrobat and a 30cc Extra.  Both reached their expiration 
dates. 
 
Stephan Christensen was flying his Decathlon and experienced complete battery failure. The Decathlon hit 
the ground with a thud.  Lots of pieces. 
Phil Everman was flying his RV-4 and pulled the plane into a loop.  The right wing failed.  The wing tube 
pulled through the wing structure.  The fuselage went straight into the ground.  The wing floated for 6 
minutes and was filmed floating to the ground.  This was a manufacturing defect with little glue in the 
inside of the wing. 
 
The winner is Rich Sanders! 
  
SHOW AND TELL  
 
Tom Richards brought in his new deHavilland DHC-2 “Beaver” from Hangar 9.  Tom installed a 7 cylinder 
Evolution Radial engine and a complete light kit.  The strobe lights are great.  This Giant should fly great. 
 
Phil Everman show us Stephan Christensen’s cleaned and rebuilt 4 stroke engine .  He completely 
disassembles the engine and boiled the parts overnight in anti-freeze to get the gunk off.  Super job Phil.  
If you need an engine rebuilt or cleaned see Phil.  
 
RAFFLE 
 
The monthly raffles are designed to break even.  Any access monies are used for the Christmas Party 
Raffle.  Our wives and guests receive a free raffle ticket for attending the meeting.  Special thanks go out 
to Hobby Town for providing the raffle prizes to the Club at a reduced price.  
 
Sport Cub Electric ARF — Juan Galvez 
Sealing Iron – Tony Centeno 
Gallon of Fuel – Rich Sanders 
Gallon of Fuel – Jim Keck 
Electric Fuel Pump – Mike Dees 



Prop Reamer – James Munro 
2200 MAH LiPo Battery – Bob Palmini 
2200 MAH LiPo Battery – Mel Hagen 
Spinner – Daniel Spilde 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM. 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 



  


